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sympathetic figure. For all their points of contact with the
West, the Parsis are acutely conscious of their ancestry and
' the accursed Sikander ' is vigorously detested. Their patri-
otism runs occasionally into a repudiation of the Greeks,
which produces a curious sensation in the mind of the Western
student, who is prone to forget that in the six generations
between the Persian invasion of Greece and the Greek inva-
sion of Persia there was another side to be considered. There
is a monograph, entitled Stiidies in Ancient Persian History^
by a very able young Parsi Indian Civilian, the late P. Ker-
sasp, in which the judgement of the ages is attacked in the
most courageous and breath-taking fashion. Marathon and
Salamis were mostly mythical, Herodotus was only the Father
of tall stories, and the Greeks generally were a much over-
rated people. The Parsi cavalier tilts more entertainingly
than the elephantine champion of out-of-date science, Herbert
Spencer, under whose protection he thought himself secure.
But the daring futility of his assault is worth recalling as
a characteristic and interesting specimen of sympathies still
alive to-day.

There is one period in the ages between Alexander and
modern times on which the title of this book might permit
a little freedom if the writer felt himself either qualified or
inclined. In the heyday of Sassanian Zoroastrianism there
arose a thinker who historically forms a link between the two
religions which are before our minds in this survey. Mani
was a Parsi, and the central doctrine he propounded was an
exaggeration of the Magian Dualism which we have compared
already with the teaching of Zarathushtra. That being so, it
is very interesting to observe that Manicheism met with more
conspicuous success in Christendom, to which it brought for
generations a really insidious danger, than in the country of its
birth. The radical antagonism of genuine Parsi theology and
practice to anything savouring of asceticism may partly
account for this. Whether this is so or not, we need not stay
1 Kegan Paul, 1915.